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PRINT MEDIA AND THEIR ROLE IN THE PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE UNTIL THE '30S OF THE XX CENTURY

Nexhat Çoçaj
UBT – Institution of Higher Education, Lagjja Kalabria, 10000 p.n., Prishtinë, Kosovë
nexhat.cocaj@ubt-uni.net

Introduction

As it is known, the Albanian press took the first steps with the publication of the monthly
organ "Fiamuri i Arbërit" which began to be published in Calabria in the years 1883-1887, in the
dialect of the Arbëresh of Calabria and in Italian, under the direction of Jeronim de Rada. After
this newspaper, the other Albanian language press, which was published outside Albania, had a
great importance in the political and cultural life of the country, because the Turkish regime had
banned the Albanian language and the Albanian publication of any newspaper or magazine.
These press organs, in that period also served for the elaboration and propaganda of the ideas of
the national movement, at the beginning of the century, when the Albanians rose up for
liberation against the Ottoman occupation1. Despite the fact that these newspapers and
magazines were not published in Albania, they through various forms spread in the homeland,
where they passed hand in hand and were read with great thirst. In this regard, however, the
"Albania" of Faik Konica leads, in the pages of which the newspaper takes place in many issues
the spiritual heritage such as songs, tales, interests and the first studies on the Albanian language,
etc. The introduction of the Albanian press in the homeland, in one way or another made it
possible to prepare the staff, that within a short time, respectively immediately after the
declaration of independence of Albania in Albania to start publishing several newspapers and
magazines in the Albanian language. The focus of journalism in Albania was Shkodra for the
North and Korça for the South, and then some magazines and newspapers began to be published
in Elbasan, Vlora and Tirana.
In fact, the first spark of the Albanian press in Albania started when in Shkodra the Ottoman
administration set up a typography for its own needs, although after a year it allowed the
Catholic clergy, the Jesuit college, to also have its own printing house. The arrival of these two
printing houses in Shkodra, in the first years did not have any impact, despite the fact that from
1879 the official organ of the Vilayet of Shkodra began to be published with the title "Ishkodra"
in Turkish and from 1891 began to be published in Albanian The religious magazine "The Envoy
of the Heart of Jesus Christ"2, it can not be said that in these years the local press was concerned
with the preservation and presentation of cultural heritage. In addition to these printing houses, in
Shkodra in 1909 the printing house "Nikaj" will start working, which has been associated all its
life with the name of the prominent cleric, writer, patriot, tireless renaissance, Dom Ndoc Nikaj.
Lutfi Turkishi, Penda për çështjen shqiptare...,“Maluka” Tirana, 2000, p. 4.
Luan Zelka, Në mbrojtje të kombit, “Toena”, Tirana, 1999, p. 28 , Maksim Gjinaj, from “L’Alananese d’Italia
(1848) to “Jehona e Tiranës” (1944), Tirana, 2003, p. 277.
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The purpose of bringing this printing house was "to publish Albanian magazines and books" 3.
While the other printing house that made a name in the field of journalism and especially in the
presentation of cultural heritage in Shkodra is the printing house "Franciscan", where in addition
to newspapers and magazines of the Franciscan order published several newspapers such as:
"Posta e Shqypnies" were published about 80 issues of the newspaper "Populli" of Sali Nivica
during the years 1919-1920; 328 issues of "Zani i Shna Ndout" (328 issues with about 8000
pages, from May 1917-October 1944), 10 issues with about 80 pages of the newspaper "Gruaja
Shqiptare" (1920-1921), as well as many books with subjects from religion, literature, history,
folklore and pedagogy.4
Korça, as the place where the first Albanian school was opened, also had a history of press
in the Albanian language. According to the data, after many attempts, on July 10, 1908, Sami bej
Pojani published the newspaper "Korça", the first Albanian newspaper in Albania. The
newspaper "Korça" became their voice of patriots abroad and inside the country. Meanwhile, on
February 1, 1911, one of the most important newspapers in the history of the Albanian press
began publishing. "Koha" later remained as "the oldest newspaper in Albania". From 1911 to
1926, "Koha" was published by Mihal, Mina and Koco Grameno, in Korça, Bitola and the
United States of America. Hundreds of articles were published in both of these newspapers,
presenting the spiritual and material heritage of the Albanian people. Whereas in Elbasan the
first press organ was published in 1910, the newspaper "Tomorri" which was distinguished for
its patriotic character and national spirit. Through this newspaper, the patriots of Elbasan
developed a diverse journalistic activity that is widely reflected in it 5. In this newspaper gave a
special contribution Lef Nosi, one of the most prominent personalities of national culture, patriot,
politician, publicist, archivist, folklorist, ethnographer who published his works in the pages of
the newspaper "Tomorri". After this newspaper in Elbasan, the publication of other newspapers
such as "Shkumbini", "Ura e Shkumbinit", "Normalisti" etc. started.
The beginning of the publication of press organs in the early twentieth century was a
necessity of the time. The educational and cultural traditions that had prepared the new
generations served as a stimulus to the emergence of many press organs. Although a small
number of newspapers were published illegally in some areas, after the declaration of
independence, the number of cultural newspapers and magazines increased almost throughout
Albania. It should be noted that until 1913, the largest number of newspapers and magazines
published in Albania were mainly religious newspapers. The first secular Albanian newspaper
that was published in Shkodra and for a period of time the only one, was the newspaper "Besa
shqyptare" (1913-1921), a continuation of the notebook "Koha" which was published on January
1, 1910 under the direction of Dom Ndoc Nikaj. The newspaper contained political, social,
cultural, literary, economic, etc. articles. It was published in Albanian in Gegherish, partly in
German and Italian.6
In the press of the post-independence period of Albania, respectively for the press until the
30s, the most common topic has been the national issue. Hundreds of articles have been written
on this issue so far, and dozens of books have been published that have addressed this issue.
Bendis Kraja, Lëvizja arsimore – kulturore në Shkodër në vitet 1912 -1920, Tirana, 2013, p. 50
Bendis Kraja, Lëvizja arsimore – kulturore në Shkodër në vitet 1912-1920, Tirana, 2013, p. 54
5
Sokol Gjevori, Elbasan Press, from the end of the 19th century until the middle of the 20th century, (doctoral
thesis) UT - Faculty. of History, Tirana, 2015, p. 24.
6
The first issue of the newspaper "Besa shqiptare" was published on May 18, 1913. From issue 9 on June 1, 1913 it
was published 4 times a week. From number 62 dated 2. 09. 1913, three times a week; from no. 1 i dt 5. 11. 1913 twice a week
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However, in the studies so far, only the contribution of the press of the time for the preservation
of cultural heritage has been mentioned.
From 1913 until 1939 in Shkodra were printed 23 titles of newspapers of various kinds,
which are preserved in the collections of these newspapers, where in the pages of these
newspapers was published a part of the treasure of the cultural heritage of the Albanian people.
However, the most popular newspapers that dealt with cultural heritage and that I had the
opportunity to browse on this topic, in the library "Marin Barleti" are: "Hylli i Dritës", "Leka",
"Afrimi" "Populli", "Posta e Shqypniës", "Taraboshi", "Ora e Maleve", "Besa Shqyptare",
"Cirka" and many others. "The quality of the writings has been very high even today. However,
the media and cultural courage was great, as even today many editorials make an extraordinary
difference.
The press of the early twentieth century until the late 1930s, among other issues, played an
important role in the preservation and presentation of cultural heritage. Based on the articles of
many newspapers and in particular cultural magazines, in this respect it can be said that the
articles of this press are divided into two major groups:
a) in articles dealing with intangible or spiritual heritage; and
b) in articles dealing with material inheritance.
Regarding the articles published in the press of the time, we can say that the largest number of
articles dealing with cultural heritage are articles that talk about spiritual heritage.
For the realization of this topic, I have browsed a part of the press of the time, in particular
that kept in the libraries: "Marin Barleti" in Shkodra, "Thimi Mitko" in Korca and "Qemal
Baholli" in Elbasan, for which I am grateful to the staff of these libraries. We, in continuation of
the work, are considering only a few newspaper articles that we had in hand, enough to illustrate
their contribution to the great role they played in the preservation and presentation of cultural
heritage.

The role of print media in preserving and presenting spiritual heritage
The spiritual heritage of the Albanians, in the entire Albanian space at the beginning of the
twentieth century was still unenlightened, even still uncollected, since the first collectors had just
started to appear, from the second half of the nineteenth century, and had not managed to collect
nor did they present the popular treasure to the local and foreign public as a precious treasure.
Therefore, this task belonged to the press of the time, which did not hesitate to devote itself to
this issue, where it was very successful. Albanian scholars consider the contribution of the press
of the first half of the twentieth century to be a "harvesting machine" of the treasury, collecting
and publishing it with great dedication.
Considering the role, work and mission performed by the press in a country that claims to join
the civilization of civilization, it must rely on the press of the time, namely the media of the time,
which in some way are overseeing the progress and development of humanity. in that
environment. Therefore, the magazine "Leka" rightly in the article "On the education of the
national press" states that "The press is the target of the people", adding that through the press
the people are approached culture, knowledge for development, industry, education, justice, etc.7

7

Magazine "Leka" Year IV, no. 6, Shkodër June, 1932, pp.189-191

The Albanian press of the second half of the XIX century, in addition to many other topics, also
aimed to address the topics of cultural heritage. Among these newspapers we can mention Faik
Konica's newspaper "Albania", where more than half of the pages of this newspaper have
published folk songs, holidays, language problems and parts of material heritage. But, our focus
has been on the press of the post-independence period of Albania until the 1930s, when it can be
said that the pages of newspapers and magazines were occupied with materials that presented our
cultural heritage of those years, which however by that time it was still uncollected and
unorganized. Therefore, we can say that the merits of the systematization, classification and
presentation of our heritage, was exactly the press of this flourishing period of the written press
in Albania.
The press of the time from the beginning of the twentieth century until the 30s, for the spiritual
heritage is mainly engaged in these activities:
- The treatment of Albanian culture in the general sense;
- Publication of folklore, including all genres of folk songs;
- Publication of family ceremony traditions including wedding, death and birth rites;
- Publication of motmot holidays;
- Introducing traditional clothing as a national treasure;
- Publication of linguistic wealth, respectively the lexicon of dialects;
- Beliefs and superstitions as phenomena that have accompanied the life of the people for a long
time and other topics.
We are not able to include in the analysis the entire press of this period of time, we will
mention only a few examples, which we have considered to be worthy presenters of the purpose
of our topic.
In the main article of the newspaper "Posta e
Shqipërisë" no. 89, entitled "Shqypnia e kultura",
which begins with a story that has a strong message
about the time when a group of passengers during a
cruise drowned cattle and lost all their property, while
they themselves escape and after seeing it that they
have escaped they begin to weep for the wealth and
cattle they lost. Among them only a scholar does not
complain, who when asked why he is not complaining
that the property, which they have lost, he tells them
that “... I's my capital, which is knowledge, and I am
Facsimile of newspaper "Posta e Shqypniës” safe and I do not drown in the sea, nor do I stumble
on the ground! ”8
Through this message, the editor of this newspaper has proved that the collection and
presentation of heritage is the greatest wealth of a nation, which wealth can survive all storms,
8

Newspaper "Posta e Shqypniës", no. 89, Shkodër 13 October 1917, p. 1.

only if it is preserved, respectively published, in on the contrary, this legacy will suffer the same
as the villagers with their property, who drowned at sea during that voyage. "So, the Albanian
people, if they wanted to live for over a century, would not be able to keep it, so that they would
not be caught after learning the knowledge of the school. Shqypinia until today has had in
Europe as an island in the sea - it completely disappeared. But today the waters of the new life,
the treatments of European culture, have included (including) the
side of Albania and we will inevitably find ourselves in the struggle
with strong people ... "9
Dozens of other articles have been published in the newspaper
"Posta e Shqypniës" through which the spiritual heritage of the
Albanian people has been presented. Of this newspaper we can
single out the articles: "The upbringing of the child",10 "Rules on the
orthography of the written Albanian language"11 and many others.
In the press of the time, which was published in Shkodra, we are
highlighting some articles of the magazine "Agimi", where in the
pages of this temporary literary and political, in almost every issue
there were important topics for cultural heritage. Dozens of articles
on language have been published in the pages of this magazine, most notably the article "Gjuhë e
komsi"12, in which the article talks about the importance of language, the way of collecting rare
words and the phenomena of language.
Cover of Magazine
"Hylli i Dritës"

One of the magazines that contributed the most in the field of spiritual heritage is the magazine
"Hylli i Dritës", which not only published the most Albanian
spiritual heritage articles, but also published the most issues and
lived longer in time. than other magazines. Although this
magazine was a religious magazine, it was essentially a national
one, in which the most prominent collectors of popular literature
published their works. The Franciscan magazine "Hylli i Dritës"
began to be published in 1913 and with some interruptions was
published until 1944. In the pages of this magazine was published
for the first time the most valuable subject of spiritual heritage, for
customary law, but not There were also works on rich Albanian
folklore.

Facsimile of cover of
newspaper"Leka"nr, 1, viti II,
1930.
9

One of the magazines, where in its pages the topics for the
spiritual heritage have taken place is the temporary "Leka" which
in connection with this issue has opened permanent rubrics such
as: "The mouth of our people", through which columns have been

Newspaper "Posta e Shqypniës", no. 89, Shkodër 13 October 1917, p. 1.
Newspaper "Posta e Shqypniës", no. 49, Shkodër 26 May 1917, p. 1.
11
Newspaper "Posta e Shqypniës", no. 95, Shkodër 3 November 1917, p. 4. In this long article, which will continue
in three issues of this newspaper, are given the rules established by the Literary Commission of Shkodra. It is one of
the most important articles in the development of the Albanian language in Albanian lands, decisions which were
implemented in the Albanian written language almost until the Albanian Language Congress in 1971, with very few
exceptions.
12
The temporary "Agaimi" Nr. 2, June 1920, p. 1.
10

published with hundreds of pages of songs, proverbs, Albanian mythology, etc. In the 30's,
through this magazine, dozens of articles were published about traditional food, about the rich
clothes of the Albanian people, etc13. In some issues of this magazine through the section
"Directions for the collection of folklore", the necessary and professional explanations are given
on how to collect Albanian folklore in different areas of the country. We must emphasize that
these guidelines have greatly helped the educated, interested in our cultural heritage, to get
involved in the collection of folklore. At the same time, through this section, which has
continued in several issues, the foundations of Albanian folklore have been laid and secondly,
these guidelines can be applicable even today, as they are presented with consistent standards of
European schools. Superstitions, congratulations and greetings have also occupied an important
place in this magazine.14
Equally important is the prestigious magazine "Përlindja shqiptare" led by the most
prominent thinker of Albanian journalism of the '30s Branko Merxhani. Thus, in the pages of this
periodical, which began to be published in Tirana, the most prominent names of Albanian
scholars have paraded. This magazine talks about customs and traditions, the history of the
Albanian people, historical figures and above all the new thought and the new philosophy of
thinking. In short, this magazine was at the forefront of thought in the Albanian press of the
1930s.
“Kopështi Letrar” aimed to reflect in its pages
the rich literary and cultural heritage of the Albanian
people. "The literary garden, qi is coming out today
with something else that will not be caught except
with works of Albanian language and literature. Just
as in a garden there are all kinds of flowers and plants
with different beauties and colors, so the “Kopështi
Letrar” will have all kinds of lands, which have to do
with the dough and the beauty of our language; in a
word, in this temporary only writings of the art of
letters and not of politics will wander ”.15
The magazine "Literary Garden" during its short
life played an important role, with materials published
on its pages, in presenting the latest achievements of
the time, in various fields of knowledge. But this
magazine has given a special contribution in the
field of linguistics through the scientific study
materials of Aleksandër Xhuvani, as well as for the delivery of some literary genres that found
the necessary space to be published in any of its issues by Albanian or foreign authors. among
whom we mention: Ethem Haxhiademi, Josif Haxhimima, Shefqet Daiu, Arif Hoxholli, G.
Mazzini, Zhyl Verni etc.16
"The song of the war that took place in the field of Kosovo" was one of the epic-lyrical
poems collected by Lef Nosi and published, some parts of it, in the second, third and fourth issue
Cover of magazine "Kopështi letrar" Nr. 2, 1918
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Magazine "Leka" Nr. 1, january, 1934, p. 25- 27
Magazine "Leka" Nr. 1, january, 1934, p. 25- 27
15
“Kopështi letrar”, nr.1, Elbasan, August, 1918.
16
Sokol Gjevori, Elbasan Press, from the end of the century. XIX to the middle of the century. XX, (doctoral thesis)
UT - Faculty. of History, Tirana, 2015, p. 61.
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of "Kopeshti Letrar"17. It can be considered part of the Albanian historical epic that had remained
in the memory of our people and that was collected and published without distortion in some
parts of it by Lef Nosi. On this occasion we should mention the fact that the patriot Lef Nosi
collected these songs in Kosovo, some of which in Has of Gjakova, Prizren, Peja and Drenica,
which can be said to be the first research expedition by an Albanian scholar in Kosovo, for the
collection of folklore. In its content this poem was no different from the historical truth, except
the fact of the use of fantastic and legendary elements. "The kanka of the war that took place in
the field of Kosovo" was in itself a song with historical and legendary content in terms of
storytelling. In it are present the historical figures participating in this battle. Lef Nosi through a
tireless work traced, collected and published these stories inherited from generation to generation
and that have remained in the visages of the Albanian nation. The Battle of Kosovo in 1389 was
a key problem in the history of the Balkan peoples in the face of the Ottoman Empire. Ottoman
military formations led by Sultan Murat I invaded the Balkans with the main aim of conquering
it, at the same time ending the resistance of the Balkans.
The magazine "Literary Garden" through research publications in the field of language and
literature gave a valuable contribution to Albanian culture, especially in linguistics aiming at:
• orthography of the Albanian language,
• Extensive use of the dialect of Elbasan,
• not using foreign words.18
In Elbasan, after the magazine "Literary Garden" from 1921, the newspaper "Shkumbini" and
later "Normalisti" began to be published, which from time to time published parts of the folklore
tradition.
"Gazeta e Korçës" is a
newspaper which was published in
Korça, in its article entitled
"Carnivals", it talks about the
tradition of organizing carnivals in
Korça, which according to the
writing is an ancient tradition and
dates back to the time of Illyrians.
On the other hand, through this
article on a pagan celebration, he is
strongly opposed by the Orthodox
Church, which with its antiAlbanian stance, does not want the
people to commemorate their
descent from the Illyrians. Thus,
among other things, it is said that "The Church Fathers tried in vain to oppose this custom, the
world needed from time to time to have fun and laugh with all its heart. "Popes and synods have
banned carnival dances and masks many times, but to no avail."19
However, there are a number of newspapers and magazines, which addressed the spiritual
heritage in their pages, but which we were not able to elaborate and analyze in this short paper.
Facsimiles of newspaper “Gazeta e Korçës”

“Kopështi letrar”, nr.2, Elbasan, autumn, 1918
Sokol Gjevori, Elbasan Press, from the end of the century. XIX to the middle of the century. XX, (doctoral thesis)
UT - Faculty. of History, Tirana, 2015, p. 65.
19
"Gazeta e Korçës" Nr, 1156, Saturday, February 21, 1931, Korçë, p. 1.
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The role of print media in preserving and presenting material heritage
The press of the time paid great attention to the antiquities, as the authors of the press called
the cultural heritage of the 30s. ”A. Shtjefën Gjeçov, who is the greatest collector of antiquities,
the canon of the mountains, and the docks of our people.20 " In this way, Patër Gjeçovi, in the
newspaper "Populli", which was published under the direction of Sali Novica and later Bedri
Pejani, began to publish the study "Thracian-Illyrian heritage" in several issues. In this paper, the
founder of Albanian archeology published the first works on the material heritage of Albania.
Gjeçov's attitudes towards archeology have been published mainly in the magazine "Zani i
Shna Ndout". Thus, in the article entitled: "An archeological entertainment", among other things,
he states: It is always pleasant to the archaeologist, and the more diligently it is given after this
life, the deeper it deepens in my marrow21. ”
Shtjefën Gjeçovi in the
newspaper "Zani i Shna
Ndout" has shown the reasons
why Albanian intellectuals
should deal with archeology
and material heritage in
general and adds: "… our
visar, our history are found
hidden under and who knows
how I saw ' a bullet, and we
do not fall behind. 22" Or in
this article it is stated that if
we do not fulfill this
obligation, when foreigners
will start to hunt, with the
things of our land they can
Facsimiles oft he newspaper article “Agimi”

leave us forever
darkness of history.

in

the

In a long article of the magazine "Agimi" by Kristo Floqi entitled "Temple of Dodona" it is
about one of the assets of material heritage. This material wealth of Albanian lands is located in
old Epirus, respectively in the areas where Ali Pasha Tepelena used to live. Kristofloqi through
this article shows that the Temple of Dodona is a temple of Albanian antiquity. "When they
climb to the top of Gardhiqi hill where the temple is located, the south side is crowned with a
large steam with pelasgian or cektopic walls."
Material heritage, such as archeological sites, Illyrian tombs, temples, ancient cemeteries,
forts, which have survived the teeth of the time, occupy a deserved place in the pages of the press
of the time, respectively of the ’30s.
20

To be seen in more detail, P. Benedikt Dema, "Franciscan Press in Shqypni", published in "Hylli i Dritës" no. 3-5,
March-April-May, Year XVII, Shkodër, 1941, p. 203.
21
“Zani i Shna Ndout”, Year VIII, no.4, Shkodër 1920, p. 112
22
“Zani i Shna Ndout”, Year VIII, no.6, Shkodër 1920, p. 158

Facsimile of the article on material heritage in "Përpjekja
shqipëtare”

The article "Kërkimet
Arkeologjike në Shqipëri"
published in the magazine
"Përpjekja shqipëtare" talks
about archaeological finds
in Albania. This authorial
article by Leon Rey,
director of the Frank
Archaeological Mission in
Albania, talks about the
immovable heritage of
Albanian lands, where the
number of these finds is
quite large and testify to the
antiquity of the lands.
"Archaeological assets that
Albania has, no country in
Europe has, so we must
continue with the work of
excavations,
because
archaeological findings are

the language of Albanian antiquity."23

In the newspaper "Posta e Shqipnisë" in
an article entitled "Shqypnia e roadët" talks
about the material heritage, respectively the
old roads, such as Via Egnatia and Via de
Zente, which connected Albania with the
whole world with the West and the East . The
article provides interesting information about
these trade routes from the time of the
Illyrians, parts of which roads today remain
only traces. Then the article continues with
the new roads that are starting to adapt to the
new conditions, respectively in accordance
with the development of the country

Facsimile of "Posta e Shqypniës", where it talks
about ancient streets

23

“Përpjekja Shqipëtare” no. 12-12, Tirana, September 1937, p. 242.

Conclusions
The Albanian press of the '30s, through the treatment of topics on spiritual and material
cultural heritage, in addition to the importance in publishing the collected material, signaling
scholars to deal with these areas, has also influenced the sensitization of the media and scholars
of foreigners for the rich heritage of Albanians. The publication of a part of the heritage in the
press of the time, gave reason to many scholars to change their scientific views in relation to
Slavic studies, which until then had raised numerous hypotheses that Albanian folklore is part of
Greek folklore. , or Slav. Also, the press of the '30s, has served as a basis for the establishment of
cultural heritage institutions and the establishment of albanological sciences such as archeology,
folklore, ethnology and many other sciences, that the first days of their life in Albanian science i
made through the pages of newspapers and magazines of these years.
Therefore, this topic should be deepened with a more comprehensive study, because the first
steps of the masters - journalists, who reflected the other side of the coin, which had reflected the
media and Slavic science until then. The press of the 1930s will remain a school of many
sciences, otherwise known as the school of educating the people for a brighter and more equal
future with the civilized world.

